Yox Valley Partnership

Curriculum Intent
At Yox Valley Partnership of schools, we put the child at the heart of everything we do and
build positive relationships, which are based on mutual trust and respect.
Our curriculum has been developed using the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum and the
Primary National Curriculum.
However, as a partnership, we believe that there is so much more to developing the whole child
than the National Curriculum offers, and our children deserve and need us to provide those
opportunities. Life has so much more to offer and our children have so much more to learn and
experience. We feel a duty to provide these opportunities for children to open up their eyes.
Our curriculum exposes our children to enriching learning experiences, immersing them in
progressive knowledge and skills and equipping them with personal characteristics required to
succeed in life. Children learn best when they are confident to ‘have a go’ and
understand that they can learn from mistakes. We want children to know themselves as
learners and how best to learn.
Our curriculum has been developed around 3 core ‘Drivers’, namely ‘Community
Engagement’ ‘Personal Development’ and Creative Development and these are a common
thread that run throughout our curriculum.
Community: we want the children to be aware that they are a central part of a small
community, that they have a role to play in that community and that they should be proud of
where they come from – their roots. However, we also recognise that some of our families
are deep rooted in their local communities, with generations all attending the same
school. Whilst this can be a positive, it is important that the children also realise that
they are also part of a bigger regional, national and international community. We want them to
explore these communities, ask questions, broaden their experiences and open their eyes to
new opportunities.
Whilst designing our curriculum, we have planned a range of engaging and exciting
learning opportunities which enable pupils to broaden their experiences of their local
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community, and further-a-field with the aim of preparing them to succeed in life in
modern Britain. We want to utilise our local area, and its people in our curriculum.
We relate our learning to real life contexts, for example the impact of events (current and
historic) on our local community, and how that compares with other communities, locally and
more widely
The community has the power to change and enhance the lives of our pupils and we as a staff
are the facilitators for that.
Personal Development: This is the hope, desire or ambition to strive to achieve
something. Through our curriculum we promote ambition, high aspirations and foster childrens’
capacity to see the possibilities within the world today. We aim to give our children a range of
rich experiences that help them to aim high, take personal pride in achievements and
ultimately help every child find strengths and interests bespoke to them.
We want all our children to be the best they can possibly be and to challenge themselves as a
learner so that they produce work of high quality, take pride in themselves and be the very
best that they can be. We want our curriculum to provide opportunities that will encourage
each pupil to have dreams and aspirations for their own future. By involving parents and people
from the wider community we will explore different careers and encourage our children to be
inspired by positive role models and opportunities.
Creative Development: we want the children to be able to adapt and think quickly within their
learning. We begin a sequence of learning with a hook and enquiry question. These are
specifically designed to allow children to question their world, and to develop a sequence of
knowledge that has carefully constructed links and progression at its heart.
By asking open questions, we encourage dialogue and exploration, this approach helps pupils
develop deeper, transferrable creative thinking. Therefore we are equipping pupils with the
tools to learn independently whilst inspiring a love of learning.
Our aim is for each child to confidently enter the next stage of their education with the
necessary skills, knowledge and mindset to reach their academic potential and to thrive,
knowing and understanding their place in the world and their importance and value to society
as global citizens. Our curriculum is a valuable vehicle in equipping pupils with the knowledge
and cultural capital they need to succeed in life. Through teaching them to be innovators of
the future we enable them to be creative leaders, creative thinkers, resilient learners and
active citizens.
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